S.D. Fla. Hosts Successful Second Biennial Bench & Bar Conference

On April 30, the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida and the South Florida Chapters of the Federal Bar Association (www.fedbar.org) jointly hosted its Second Biennial Bench & Bar Conference at the Doral Resort in Miami-Dade County. Adam Rabin co-chaired the conference.  750 people attended.

The conference consisted of a combination of plenary sessions, breakout seminars, and networking receptions throughout the day.  

The plenary sessions consisted of a speech by Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals Chief Judge Joel Dubina and panel discussion of Best and Worst Practices before the Court with Chief Judge Federico Moreno, Judge Kenneth Marra and Judge Cecelia Altonaga serving on the panel. 

The breakout seminars consisted of sessions on Legal Writing; Discovery Abuse; Employment Law; Expert Witnesses, CM/ECF and the Local Rules; Managing Complex Litigation; Criminal Pretrial, Post-Trial Practice and Criminal Sentencing.  Each breakout seminar includes a defined agenda of topics, a moderated discussion led by attorneys serving on the conference steering committee, and a distinguished panel of District and Magistrate Judges. 

Several networking receptions occurred throughout the day, including a cocktail reception at the end of the day.  The opportunity to network with federal judges and practitioners throughout South Florida and across six counties was a unique and rare experience.

The next conference is tentatively scheduled for April 2012 at a venue in Palm Beach County.

